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H. C. K. TO T. R
...                                                 April 7, p. M , 1843.
It seems as if all the malignant passions of our nature are now called into action by Church questions. Even doctrinal points are thrown into the background, and only come into play to strengthen a point of Church authority and discipline. The advocates of the Church do not hesitate to affirm that its existence as a body acting with power and authority is the great argument for Christianity, and that without it the evidence for the truth of revelation would be altogether inadequate. This Coleridge maintained. It is a plausible position, but a dangerous one, it must be owned.
I have just been looking over a book on Church discipline which Archdeacon Wilberforce has published. Its object is to show the necessity and duty of the state's abandoning all legislating on Church matters, and restoring the Convocation! It is but fair to my venerable friend to tell you, that he is willing to give up something for this; that while he would have the Church exercise the power of excommunication, he quite approves of taking from that act all civil consequences whatever. And this principle he consistently carries out by avowing his approbation of the repeal of the Corporation and Test Acts, inasmuch as those Acts led to a desecration of the holy rite. So it is that extremes meet, and that we Non-cons are in accord with the High Church divines. The great points of High Church doctrine now urged with such vehemence are, the Power of the Keys given to the Episcopal body, and the exclusive power it possesses of bringing men within the pale of Christianity by the sacrament of baptism, and keeping them there by the administration of the sacrament. Even the trinity, the atonement, and original sin are, compared with those, pushed very much out of sight. Now, sad as such a state of religion is, which makes of Christianity a sort of animal magnetism, yet it is still, to my apprehension, less frightful than Calvinism; and I own I find much to admire, and even to assent to, in the sermons of Newman on the na-ture of belief, which Faber gave me. Newman, you know, is the real head of this party ; hence Sydney Smith's joke, that the doctrine should be called " Newmania !"
H. C. E. OK THEOLOGICAL POLEMICS.
17th May, 1S43. I return you your book, which I have, in discharge of my from tumbling down. But to introduce Popery into the Church of England is, I think, a much greater evil-than joining the Church of Rome, Adieu !ilections; and so far from being hostilearkson: u I congratulate you on the success of your endeavors to call the public voice into action. It i* that which has so greatly improved
